MINUTES OF THE MEETING of CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL on Monday 20th April 2026
Clerk email:  clerk@cuerdenparishcouncil.org.uk   Meeting at CLW School commencing 7pm
In attendance Cllr N Whitham, Cllr A Whitham, Cllr M Brown.  A Phelan (clerk)

Apologies:-  none.
1.  Declaration of interest Noted: Cllr N Whitham – Chorley Borough Councillor and Planning Committee.
2. Minutes of the meeting held 9th February agreed and signed by chair
3.  Matters Arising 
· The response from Lancs. Road Safety re the traffic concerns on Shady Lane has been negative, in that, after an inspection said to have been done since our last contact with them, the lane is deemed to be safe for driving at a 40mph speed and they have no plans to reduce this - despite the amount of new housing and increase in traffic in the area. 
4. Items discussed.
· After discussion on how the parish can progress on the road calming front for Shady Lane, it appears the only way forward is for the parish to organise a petition from local residents (as suggested by staff managing the call line at LRS office) and this will be arranged during the summer holidays, July & August. Clerk to instigate. Another suggestion to be explores was the possibility of painting white stop lines at the bottom of Berkely Drive, which is a private road, prior to joining Shady Lane, however this ownership and exact boundary would need to be clarified prior to any further discussion. 
· Parking on the verge in front of the parish notice board has caused the ground to become churned up. As the parish has sourced 4 recycled metre high wooden bollards free of charge, these will be used as a deterrent and the installation of these, plus the purchase of postcrete, wood preservative and traffic reflection discs will be arranged during the summer holidays, July/August, along with a clean up of the notice board and area in general.  Some unwelcome litter has been noted. 
· The popup shop at CVP has been checked to ensure full compliance with planning regulations (25/00339 minutes April 2025) but some concern remain over the new modern style paths and gabions being installed around the Sundial, however this appears to have been categorised as permitted development applicable to Park authorities under maintenance as not deemed to be significant changes. 
· The overhanging trees on Shady Lane have been reported to Chorley planning and a survey is to be carried out by tree officer Jeff Sayer who will report his findings to highways. 
· Local elections – normally the parish receive a notice of estimated costs towards this but as no email has been received the clerk has chased up the need for this information with Catherine Filbin of Chorley BC electoral office.
· Year end accounts – AGAR – some progress has been made on the submission and the accounting statement and financial spreadsheet have completed and were presented to the members for signing off. However, a number of policies are outstanding therefore the governance statement cannot yet be completed until these have been agreed between the clerk and members prior to submission.   Last years’ auditor Amanda Partington has made enquires as to whether her services will be required again and will be confirmed as undertaking the internal audit for this year, clerk to action. 
· A VAT claim has been submitted for the first time up to year ending March 2026 and includes the previous two years.  Awaiting outcome, ideally a cheque into the bank.
· Updates on policies and procedures – Social media, scheme of delegation and clerks’ contract of employment/job description presented to members for authorisation to be returned asap with any amendments to enable finalisation. 

· The data protection and GDPR policy is yet to be completed however the parish has had no option as it is now law for Parishes to comply and be registered with the Information Commissioners Office (Cuerden Parish ref is C1921298) The annual fee of £52 was accepted and a cheque raised, to be posted to the ICO asap, clerk to action.
· Annual insurance from Zurich received this month, same price as last year, no viable other option found, invoice agreed, cheque raised and to be posted to Zurich to reach them before the due date of 1st June. 
· A Royal British Legion Lamp post “Tommy” sign had earlier been purchased by the clerk to be displayed in the notice board on occasions such as VE Day and Remembrance anniversaries, Clerk to be refunded as agreed. 

5. No Public attended. 

6. Planning Report & update - Cuerden Hall no movement, CVP as before. 
7. Parish accounts 1st quarter
8. Special instructions - A new cheque book had been requested earlier this month as the clerk noted the current cheque book was about to run out.
9. Accounts due to end March, 4th Quarter 2026
	Annual insurance 1/6/26-31/5/27 Zurich
	£196.00
	000349

	RBVE “Tommy” sign
	£10.00
	000350

	Website fees month ending 30/4/26 @ £30.36 pm.
	 £30.36
	DD

	Information Commissioners Office
	£52.00
	000372


Signed off NW & MB

10.   Any Other Correspondence – an email from a resident expressing concern over the traffic now using Shady Lane and what could the parish do about it was earlier shared by the clerk to the members, confirming there is a need to continue to campaign for the reduction in speed/traffic calming on Shady Lane.
11. Any Other Business. - Exchange of Information Only. Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.  
MB had noted that Cuerden Valley Park were seeking funding for a defibrillator which received a positive response from the other members, this is to be added to the next agenda. Meanwhile the clerk will ask Andrew Suter of CVP for more information on this to the members prior to the next meeting when it can be formally discussed and a decision can be made.
Date and Time of Next Meeting Monday 29th June 2026, 7pm at CLW CoE Primary School
Ann Phelan Clerk email: clerk@cuerdenparishcouncil.org.uk. www.cuerdenparishcouncil.org.uk
Chair      N WHITHAM……………………………………………                Date ……………………….

Clerk       A PHELAN……………………………………………….     Minute ref 200426
